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ADMISSIONS AND CONFESSIONS-
CRIMINAL CHARGES

The admission of a defendant to a criminal
charge of a fact which the prosecution must prove
as part of the case may be given in evidence by the
person who heard the admission made. So also
may his full confession of guilt. But before the
court can receive such admissions or confessions,
it must be satisfied that they were made volun-
tarily and not as a result of promises or threats
used by a "person in authority." "Persons in
authority" are the prosecutor, officers having the
prisoner in custody, magistrates and other persons
in similar positions. The employer of the prisoner
is not a "person in authority" unless he is also the
prosecutor.

Facts discovered as a result of statements made
by a defendant improperly obtained by a "person
in authority" are nevertheless admissible in
evidence. In R. v. Gould (1840), 9 C. & P. 364, a
police officer induced a defendant accused of
burglary to make a confession which was later
deemed to be inadmissible because wrongfully
obtained. In the statement the defendant said
that he had thrown a lantern into a pond. The
fact that he said this and that the lantern was
found in the pond was allowed to be proved.

THE DEFENDANT IN THE WITNESS
BOX

In civil complaints both the defendant and his
wife are competent and compellable witnesses for
the complainant.